
FALL ADULT PLAY: Picnic by William Inge 

 

Auditions: Tuesday, August 26th from 5-8pm 

Callbacks: Wednesday, August 27th 5-8pm 

Read-Thru: Thursday, August 28th from 6:30-8:30pm 

Rehearsals: 

2-4 September 6:30-8:30pm 

9-11 September 6:30-8:30pm 

16-18 September 6:30-8:30pm 

23-25 September 6:30-8:30pm 

30 September – 2 October 6:30-8:30pm 

7-9 October 6:30-8:30pm 

14-16 October 6-9pm 6:30-8:30pm 

19 October 2-7pm 6:30-8:30pm 

20-23 October 5:30-9pm 

Performances:  

October 24 & 25 @ 7pm, October 26 @ 3pm 

November 1 @ 3 & 7pm, November 2 @ 3pm 

 

AUDITION DETAILS: Auditions will be located at Bavaria Performing Arts, BLDG 124. 

Please (1) Fill out the audition form online, including schedule conflicts. You will be 
assigned a 5 minute slot between 5 and 7pm. Walk-ins are welcome from 7-8pm. (2) 
Prepare a monologue from this packet memorized, please. (3) Look over the scenes and be 
familiar with them. These are the scenes we will be using for CALLBACKS on WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 27. 

SYNOPSIS: 7W, 4M 

https://forms.osi.apps.mil/r/BZKhwnP9ba


The play takes place on Labor Day weekend in the joint backyards of two middle-aged 
widows. One house belongsto Flo Owens, who lives there with her two awakening young 
daughters, Madge and Millie, and a boarder who is aspinster school teacher. The other 
house belongs to Helen Potts, who lives with her elderly and invalid mother.Into this 
atmosphere comes a young man named Hal Carter, whose animal vitality upsets the entire 
group. Hal is amost-interesting character, a child of parents who ignored him, self-
conscious of his failing and his hard luck. Flo issensitively wary of the temptations Hal 
poses for her daughters. But Madge, bored with being merely a beauty,sacrifices her 
chances for a wealthy marriage for the excitement that Hal promises. 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 

Madge Owens (Female, 18-25, to play age 18) The most beautiful girl in town, but feels that 
is all people see in her. Works in a dime store, not book smart, but warm and charming. She 
yearns for and is searching for an escape from small time life. Her sensuality is just below 
surface and is awakened by a stranger to town, Hal. There must be strong, palpable and 
immediate chemistry and physical attraction between Madge and Hal. 

Hal Carter (Male, 25-30) A good looking, masculine, sexy, well-built vagabond. Has led a 
rough life as a drifter. Can be a braggart, but is lonely and wants desperately to fit in 
somewhere, with someone. There must be a very strong chemistry and physical attraction 
between Hal and Madge, as it is essential to the play. 

Millie Owens (Female, 16-21, to play age 16) Madge's younger sister. Very intelligent, 
boisterous, assertive and smart-mouthed tomboy. Likeable and tries to hide her basic 
shyness. Developing into a young woman with conflicting feelings. A wonderful role that 
calls for a very strong and versatile young actress. 

Flo Owens (Female, 40-50) Faded beauty, hard exterior, fiercely protective mother. Loves 
her daughters very much and wants better lives for them than she has had. 

Rosemary (Female, 35-50) A spinster schoolteacher. Bawdy, outrageous, boastful, and 
self-righteous on the outside, but it is a façade. Inside is a desperate, lonely, and frightened 
woman with a fragile spirit. She is at a point in her life where she must change her 
circumstances and will do anything to get married. An outstanding character role for a very 
strong mature actress. 

Howard Bevans (Male, 40-55) Rosemary's longtime boyfriend, a local business owner. 
Meek, mild-mannered, a good friend and neighbor. Enjoys a drink and a pretty girl. He is 
satisfied with not being married, but genuinely cares about Rosemary. 

 



Helen Potts (Female, 50-65) An older widow whose past is filled with heartache from long-
lost love. Pleasant, warm, friendly, kind and a true romantic. 

Alan Seymour (Male, 25-30) Madge's home-town boyfriend who wants to marry her. Nice 
looking, smart, wealthy and polished, a good guy. Awestruck by Madge, can't get past her 
beauty to see any deeper. 

Irma Kronkite (Female, 35-55) Spinster schoolteacher, a loud, funny jokester who enjoys 
her single life. 

Christine Schoenwalder (Female, 35-55) Spinster schoolteacher, quiet and shy, a follower 

Bomber (Male, 16-21, to play a teenager) A newsboy and smart-mouthed bully who picks 
on Millie, but worships Madge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MONOLOGUES/SCENES 

Female Monologue Options: 

(1) Madge, how do you talk to boys? How do you think of things to say? I think he’s a big 
showoff. You should have seen him this morning on the high diving board. He did real 
graceful swan dives and a two and a half gainer, and a back flip... the kids stood around 
clapping. He just ate it up. And he was braggin’ all afternoon about how he used to be a 
deep-sea diver off Catalina Island. And he says he used to make hundreds of dollars doin’ 
parachute jumps out of a balloon. Do you believe it? Madge, I think he’s... er... girl crazy, 
too. Alan took us into the Hi Ho for cokes and there was a gang of girls in the back booth – 
Juanita Badger and her gang. When they saw him, they started giggling and tee-heeing and 
saying all sorts of crazy things. Then Juanita Badger comes up to me and whispers, “I think 
he’s the cutest thing I ever saw.” Is he Madge? Madge, do you think he’ll like me? I don’t 
really care. I just wonder. 

 

(2) He told me that he didn’t love me, and that his sole relationship to me was simply a 
marital one. What he means is that I am to keep this house, and he is to provide for it. 
That’s what he said. That explains why he treats me the way he treats me. I never 
understood why he did, but now it’s clear. He doesn’t love me. I thought he loved me 
and that he stayed with me because he loved me and that’s why I didn’t understand his 
behaviour. But now I know, because he told me that he sees me as a person who runs 
the house. I never understood that because I would have never- if he had said, “Would 
you marry me to run my house even if I don’t love you.” I would have never- I would 
have never believed what I was hearing. I would have never believed that these words 
were coming out of his mouth. Because I loved him. 
 

Male Monologue Options: 

(1) I always worry that maybe people aren’t going to like me when I go to a party. Isn’t that 
crazy? Do you ever get kind of a sick feeling in the pit of your stomach when you dread 
things? Gee, I wouldn’t want to miss a party for anything. But every time I go to one, I have 
to reason with myself to keep from feeling that the whole world’s against me. See, I’ve 
spent almost my whole life in military academies. My mother doesn’t have a place for me, 
where she lives. She… she just doesn’t know what else to do with me. But you mustn’t 
misunderstand about my mother. She’s really a very lovely person. I guess every boy thinks 
his mother is very beautiful, but my mother really is. She tells me in every letter she writes 
how sorry she is that we can’t be together more, but she has to think of her work. One time 



we were together for two whole days. Just like we were sweet hearts. It was the most 
wonderful time I ever had. And then I had to go back to the old military academy. Every time 
I walks into the barracks, I get kind of a depressed feeling. It’s got hard stone walls. Pictures 
of generals hanging all over… oh, they’re very fine gentlemen, but they all look so kind of 
hard-boiled and stern… you know what I mean. Well, gee! I guess I’ve bored you enough, 
telling you about myself. 

 

(2) Now hear this, Willy, this is me. You know why I had no address for three months? I stole 
a suit in Kansas City and I was jailed. I stole myself out of every good job since high school. 
And I never got anywhere because you blew me so full of hot air I could never stand taking 
orders from anybody! That’s whose fault it is! It’s goddamn time you heard that! I had to be 
boss big shot in two weeks, and I’m through with it! Willy! I ran down eleven flights with a 
pen in my hand today. And suddenly I stopped, you hear me? Andin the middle of that 
office building, do you hear this? I stopped in the middle of that building and I saw- the sky. 
I saw the things that I love in the world. The work and the food and the time to sit and 
smoke. And I looked at the pen and said to myself, what the hell am I grabbing this for? Why 
am I trying to become what I don’t want to be? What am I doing in an office, making a 
contemptuous, begging fool of myself, when all I want is out there, waiting for me the 
minute I say I know who I am! Why can’t I say that, Willy? Pop! I’m a dime a dozen, and so 
are you! I am not a leader of me, Willy, and neither are you. You were never anything but a 
hard-working drummer who landed in the ash-can like all the rest of them! I’m a dollar an 
hour, Willy! I tried seven states and couldn’t raise it! A buck an hour! Do you gather my 
meaning? I’m not bringing home any prizes any more, and you’re going to stop waiting for 
me to bring them home! 
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